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Wed
Apr 2
7.00 PM

Sat
Apr5

Wed
Apr 30
7.00 PM

Sat
May 3

Sun
May 18

Mon
May 26

Sun
Junl

Wed
Jun4
7:00 PM

Sat
Jun?

Sat
Jun 21

Sat
Jun28

Wed
Jul 2
7:00 PM

Sun
Jul6

WPMC Monthly Teleconference
Meeting

Tech Session at Rohrich Mazda

WPMC Monthly Teleconference
Meeting

Covered Bridges of Greene County
Cruise

Smail Cruise to Seven Springs

Baglier Memorial Day Parade

Joint Cruise with the Jaguar Club

WPMC Monthly Teleconference
Meeting

Frick Mansion + Car & Carriage
Museum Cruise

Tour-Ed Mine Cruise

Swigart Antique Auto Museum
Cruise

WPMC Monthly Teleconference

Meeting

PVGP Start-Up Rallye

Sat-Sun
Jul12-13

Sat-Sun
Jul19-20

Wed
Jul30
7:.00 PM

Sat
Aug 2

Sat
Aug9

Sat
Aug 23

Sat
Sep 13

Sat
Sep20

TBD

Sat
Dec 6

Miata Gathering at PittRace -
PVGP

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix -
Miata is the Spotlight Car

WPMC Monthly Teleconference
Meeting
Railroaders Memorial Museum

Cruise with the PACE Club

Tara Country Inn Cruise

WPMC Annual Picnic

Explore Washington County Roads
Cruise

Vineyards at Pine Lake Cruise

Cass Railroad Cruise

WPMC Annual Christmas Party

April Deadline

The deadline for articles for the
April newsletter is April 7, 2025
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2025 WPMC Dues
by Ed Southon

round Hog Day has once again come and gone, so it

must be time to start thinking about the upcoming

cruise season of the WPMC. It’stimeto make sure
your Miata'sbattery will hold a charge, itstiresare properly
inflated, and its oil isfresh. It’salsotimeto renew your
WPMC membership for 2025 BY MARCH 31. Here's
how:

Write a check for $35.00to WPMC. Asnoted previoudly,
thisisarise from the former level of $30.00, whereit had
been for alongtime. It’sstill a good deal, though. Where
else can you get this much fun for the money? If you are
anew member, complete a Termsand Conditionsform for
yoursdlf. Anyonewho will beriding with you will need to
completetheir own, separate form. Existing membersdo
not need to complete a new form, but any new riderswho
have not previously completed a form must do so. If you
areanew member, complete an Application form. Existing
members need to complete an amended form only if any
information on the form — e.g., address, license plate,
ownership, phone number - haschanged. We need to be
ableto identify and contact membersasrequired. Send
your signed check and any formsto:

WPMC
c/o Ed Southon
151 Ft. Pitt Boulevard #903
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

In return, you will get a receipt and membership card
and your name will be added to the updated member ship
list. Your check and materialsare DUE BY MARCH 31,
2025. Forms can be downloaded at:

http://westpennmiataclub.com/docs/M emberapp+Terms.
pdf

Herestothe pleasure of renewing old friendships and
making new ones.

¥ ®
The

Newsletter of the WEST PENI(/“‘V

Tech Session
By Joel Starr

ohrich Mazda will be hosting our Club Tech Session

Saturday, April 5. Come with questions you might

have about your Miata or the future outlook for the
Miata.

Date & Time: Saturday April 5, 10:00 AM

Location: Rohrich Mazda
2690 W Liberty Ave,
Dormont PA 15216

Rohrich has asked that we do not park in front of the
dealership. Thereisaparkinglot between Rohrich Mazda
and the Honda Service center, next to the dealership.
There are also parking lots on the other side of Edgenhill
Avenue aswell asthe across Liberty from the dealer ship.
If you choose to choose to park across Liberty, take care
crossing theroad. Itisvery busy.

Please email me if you plan to attend at
jstarr @westpennmiataclub.com

2025 CRUISIN & ZOOMIN

SEASON
BY LINDA ZIMLIKI

to Washington, Pa and home with snow flurries. |

Well, we had our first meeting of the year. Wedrove
hope this isn’'t an omen for the season.

T he 2025 season should be an exciting year. Firgt,itis
the 35th Anniversary of our club, The West Penn Miata
Club. Second, theMiataisthe SPOTLIGHT CAR for the
PVGP. It isan honor for our club. The eventsfor this
year | believelive up to such an honor. Themonth of July
will be devoted to PVGP and | hope everyonewill join in
on the 13 day festivities. The PVGP isthe nation’s only
vintage street race and the largest vintage race event in
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theUS. It raisesfundsto provideresidential care, treatment
and support for individuals with autism and
intellectual/developmental disabilities in Western
Pennsylvania. It has been raising money for 43 years.
The first event kicks off Sunday July 6 with the PVGP
START UP RALLYE. Arallyeisalot of fun. You are
provided with questions and you look for answers as you
drivetheroute provided. The Miata hasitsown category
and the winner will receive a trophy. You will need a
navigator Entry is$80 which includes entry feesfor your
Miata and two individuals plus a deluxe dinner cookout
at Dual Devil’s Garagein Houston, PA, which isthe start
and conclusion of Rally. Therewill also be 17 Helltown
Taproom craft beers. You will be able to tour their car
exhibits and check out upcoming carsfor auction in their
showroom.

Another PVGPevent that ison our scheduleisthe Historics
at Pitt Race July 11-13. The club will be going Saturday
July 12. The entry fee is $50 which includes parking on
the lawn overlooking the final turns of the race track,
along with entry into the L otus Hospitality Tent. Saturday
and Sunday will includea Triumph - MG Challenge. One
race each day that will bea Triumph - MG only race. At
lunchtimeon all three days, PVGP will offer Charity Track
Ridesfor $50. Ridesarelimited to 50 minutes. Ridesare
scheduled noon until 12:50 each day. Thisisa oncein
lifetime opportunity for our club. Hopeyou take advantage
of this opportunity. Thereisan event everyday so check
out the event list to see what might interest you.

We have other great events. The season starts with a
Tech Session on April 5 at Rohrich. Our driving season
gartswith a Covered Bridge Tour. Wethen havea salesman
from Smail doing a cruiseto Seven Springs. Our annual
Butler Memorial Day Paradefollows. Next isajoint cruise
with the Jaguar Club, who will be hosting us. We then
visit the Frick Mansion which includesthe Car & Carriage
Museum & Greenhouse. Wealsovisit Tara- Country Inn
for atour and lunch. You will get your chanceto visit what
used to be a working mine, the Tour-Ed Mine. Dave &
Luanne will take usto Swigart Antique Auto Museum, the
oldest American Antique Auto Museum. Wewill meet up
with Pace Club at the Railroaders Museum in Altoona.
We will also explore the Zoomin roads of Washington
Country. Then wehavearestful timeat Vineyardsat Pine
Lake, where Northcoast might join us. Naturally there
will be the annual picnic and to close out the season, the
Christmas Party. We have a new venue and time for our
Christmas Party. The Party will be held at the Courtyard
Marriott in Monroeville. | have moved the time from
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dinner to lunch. It will still be the first Saturday in
December.

Zoom Zoomm Zoommm!

Ed Diaz - 1938 - 2025
by Linda ZimliKi
= .,_4_-.‘!..

d Diaz passed away February 11, 2025. He was a
Emember since 2009, and had been in the hospital on
dialysisfor 6 months. After being moved monthly,
Ed decided thiswas not what he wanted. Hetold his sons
hewanted taken off of dialysisand they honored hiswishes.
Ed wasavery talented man. Hebuilt recumbent bikes,
and painted Americana, always with carsin them. He
loved vintage car s, was a woodcr after, and made vases and
all types of bowls out of wood,

He loved his Miata, the Miata club, and the people in
the club. His son told me he always looked forward to
weekendsand a Miata cruise. The West Penn Miata Club
brought alot of enjoyment to hislife, especially after his
wife passed away. His son wanted the membersto know
what a differencethe Club madein hislife. So Ed, here's
hoping you are zoomin around in Miata heaven.
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Miata Musings:
Elegance and

Engineering
By Joel Starr, President

Not only does this give me a deep appreciation for

my auto mechanic, it also gives me hands on
experienceto the marve of engineering that isthe Mazda
Miata. Every component has been fitted into a compact
gpaceto befunctional, reliable, and fun.

Every year | liketo get under the hood of my Miata.

This past winter | wastrying to access the header but
first | had to get the heat shield removed. Every bolt was
accessible, but therewasn’t any wasted space. Sometimes
| needed to stop and think about what | was doing and
how the engineers expected me to perform the task at
hand. Invariably there was an optimal way to perform
each task and solong as| found the right way (thank you
YouTube), it could be done without special tools. | did
make several tripsto Harbor Freight and Home Depot to
pick up afew common tools| did not have and will probably
never use again, but that is part of the experience.

While under the car I found that I could not reach the
lower part of the enginebay. What | needed wasto reach
around through the wheel well but it was blocked by the
mud cowlings. | was not looking forward to removing
some 20+ clipsholding them in. Then | looked moreclosdly,
and there was a small access panel held by oneclip at the
back of the wheel well right where | needed it to be. |
popped the clip and that was all the access| needed. |
paused a bit to contemplate how someone had anticipated
that | would need that access point. Not only did they
build a car that was fun to drive, efficiently utilize the
space available, but they also anticipated how those parts
could be accessed and maintained.

Cruise Types

L_EISURE - A NICE DRIVE WHERE YOU WILL BE
ABLE TO ENJOY THE COUNTRY SIDE -
COMBINATION OF BELOW SPEED LIMIT & AT
SPEED LIMIT

SPORTY - A SPEEDIER RIDE SO YOU CAN ENJOY
THOSE CURVES-AT SPEED LIMIT

Z OOMIN-YOUR MIATAWILL BE MOVIN THROUGH
A LOT OF CURVES WITH SPIRITED DRIVING

Q

® - a)//
The Newsletter of the WEST PENI(/"




- e-mail: wpmc@westpennmiataclub.com
Officers web site: | http:.//www.westpennmiataclub.com

Founder:
Paul Fronko
Legalese
President: T a 7 The FUN ‘N’ THE SUN TIMES
Joel Starr is published as a service by the
Vice President Ei_l West Penn Miata Club, Inc. —

anon-profit corporation.

V

Larry Shockling

TheWEST PENN MIATA CLUB

Treasurer A q
EdS e assumes no liability for any infor-
outhon: Editor - In - Chief: mation contained herein; or injury or
damage resulting from the use of this
Secretary: Steve Lapp - information. The ideas, maintenance,
Vickie Buzzelli Send all - ‘ opinions, or modification tips
editorial contributions to: expressed are o be used at the realers
Events Chair: discretion. Individual contributors
Linda Zimliki WEST PENN MIATA CLUB and/or editors express no approval,
c/o SteveLapp authentication, or endorsement.
. . 105 Gadshill Place
Past President: Pittsburgh, PA 15237
Jim Blok e-mail: slapp@westpennmiataclub.com

WEST PENN MiATA CLUB

c/o Vickie Buzzdlli
208 Adams Pointe Blvd, Suite #7
Mars, PA 16046

Address goes here

leave room for mail bar code to go here



