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Scottdale Christmas
House Tour

by Joe & Linda Zimliki
or this year’s Christmas outing, I've chosen the
Scottdale Christmas House Tour.  This tour will
include a minimum of 5 houses although they try

to do 7.  The tour will start with the Louck House, the
original homestead.  It is the oldest house in the town. Built
in 1853, it has the original smoke house, carriage house,
spring house, where water still flows underneath, summer
kitchen, and root cellar.  It is now owned by the Scottdale
Historical Society.  The mansion will open as a bed &
breakfast in the future.

Another house featured on the tour is actually new.  It
took 5 years to build because it was built to look like the
houses in the Williamsburg period.  The owners recently
had the new fireplace replaced because they found a photo
of a fireplace which better represented the Williamsburg
period.  They have also furnished it with actual antiques
from the period.

Most of the houses on the tour are located at the top of
Arthur Avenue, one of the grandest streets in town.  It was
one of the streets where the wealthy bank, coal, and coke
owners lived before the turn of the century.  There will be
docents dressed in turn of century attire.  The Louck
Mansion will serve light refreshments.  If we have 10 or
more people, they will arrange to have a turn of the century
costumed docent accompany our group.  Come join us and
get into a festive holiday spirit.

Here is a little history of Scottdale.

Scottdale gives meaning to the words "small town charm."
Only 1.2 square miles in area, Scottdale has a population
of fewer than 5,000.  The tree-lined streets and brick-
covered roads are filled with Victorian mansions and other
marvelous displays of 19th and early 20th century
architecture.

Prior to becoming the borough of Scottdale, this picturesque
area was named Fountain Mills. The name remained until
1874, when the town was renamed in honor of Colonel
Thomas A. Scott, who was assistant secretary of war during
the Civil War. Colonel Scott was later president of the
Pennsylvania Railroad when it opened its Scottdale branch
in the spring of 1873. The borough was incorporated on
February 5, 1874.

The railroad and the coal and coke industry played a major
role in Scottdale's development.  Because Scottdale sits
atop major coal deposits, the community flourished due
to the surrounding coal mines, as well as ovens for
converting coal into coke (fuel). The H. C. Frick Coke
Company, controlled by Henry Frick Clay, was
headquartered here. At one time there were 30,000 coke
ovens in the area that used the railroad to ship products
to various industrial markets throughout the country.
Scottdale's factories in the early 1900s also produced iron
pipe, tin, knives, steam engines, and caskets.

Due to their success, Scottdale was once one of the wealthiest
towns in the country. This combination of industries and
Scottdale's proximity to Pittsburgh and hundreds of other
mining companies made the town thrive.  Then the crash
came and everything changed.

We will be having dinner at Miss Martha's Tea Room
& Floral.  The owner also owns Collections By Marty in
Scottdale & Donegal.  The restaurant is housed in a 125
year old Victorian building.  At the heart of the shop is a
cozy dining area replete with a 1910 baby grand piano,
pieces of salvaged Victorian architecture, and other classic
and antique accoutrements.  Website is
www.missmarthastearoom.com

Date and Time:  Saturday Dec 5.  Tour starts at 3:00 PM.
 Since we are meeting & caravanning I will let you know
what time we will meet when the details are worked out.

Sat
Dec 5

Sat
Dec 12

Scottdale Christmas House Tour

WPMC Christmas Party
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Meeting Place:  For this Christmas event, I may have
everyone meet somewhere and caravan.  I know we usually
meet for Christmas events at our destination but it may
be difficult to meet in Scottdale.  I will let you know.

Cost:  $20 per person

RSVP: Linda Zimliki -  lzimliki@westpennmiataclub.com
or call 724-327-1762 by Dec 1

West Penn Miata Club
Christmas Party

ur Christmas Party will be held on Saturday,
December 12, 2009 at the Comfort Inn on Rodi Road
in Penn Hills. You’ll also have the opportunity to

pay your 2010 dues at this event.  See the invitation at the
end of the newsletter for more information.

Oil City & Titusville
Railroad Eighth

Annual Foliage Train
Ride Report
by Pam & Zac

ctober 10th — what a beautiful morning to start
our trip to Titusville! We all met at the Walnut
Hollow Plaza in Murrysville.  Leaving at 8 am we

traveled the first of many great, scenic, twisty, windy roads
that we all know Joe & Linda are noted for finding. We
saw awesome views as we drove along. Zac assures me
soon he will drive, and I can sit back and really enjoy the
scenery.

After a great lunch at the Clarion River Lodge, we were
off again to the Oil City & Titusville Railroad. This was
going to be a great ride — and it proved to be just that.
The train is pulled by an ALCO S-2 switch engine built in
1947. The 3-hour, 27 mile trip took us through the Oil
Creek Valley with 2 stops both ways to accommodate the

hikers and bikers that enjoy the area.

Oh my gosh – what a dinner! Coal Oil Johnny’s served
us a wonderful meal in a nice comfortable setting specially
set up for us in the store restaurant. Then off to a surprise.
Linda and Joe set us up to go to Angeli’s Winery, which
stayed open just for us. We had wine tasting and a social
gathering with snacks and a cake to celebrate current
birthdays. Later, some of us enjoyed sitting around a
bonfire with friends, conversation, and games.
Staying overnight at the Caboose Motel, made up of
renovated caboose cars, was quite unique.

Sunday morning was a quick trip to Missy’s, an oldies-
style diner for a wonderful breakfast. Then off we went
again, riding along the Allegheny River and through the
Allegheny Forest. Stopping at Jakes’ Rocks Overlook
allowed us to view the Big Bend in the Allegheny River
Valley with a look at the Kinzua Dam. What great scenery
that was!

Our next stop was at Rimrock, another fantastic overlook
with huge bedrock formations, looking out over Kinzua
Bay. Did you make the trek down the rocky stairway
tunnel? We did, and it was wonderful! Wouldn’t have
missed it for the world.

Next we traveled back down to Wolf Run Marina and
Docksider’s. What a great view of the Allegheny Reservoir
and boaters as we enjoyed a late lunch. Then it’s off for
home, passing along thanks and well wishes to those
dropping off to go their own ways.

Thanks Linda and Joe for another wonderful trip.

LCD Projector
he West Penn Miata Club would like to purchase
a new or slightly used LCD Projector for our
members. If you know of any businesses selling

off  video equipment, or see any ads for the sale of an
LCD Projector, either new (at a good price) or slightly
used (at a good price), please let one of the officers
know.  An LCD projector would help with
entertainment for the club’s future events.  Thank
you.
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       ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY   

                      

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

                                  

                                    

                              Date: Saturday December 12, 2009 

             Time: Social Hour 6:00 – 7:00PM  
                        Cash Bar w/hors d’oeuvres 
            Dinner: 7:00 PM 
 

    Place:   Comfort Inn - Formerly Harley House 
              Seasons Ballroom 

             699 Rodi Road - Parkway East at Penn Hills Exit 11 
 

     Spending the night - Special room rate $59.00  

                    includes Continental Breakfast 

     Reservations (412-244-1600) – Mention WPMC Christmas Party 

   

                                Main entrée selections: 

        1. Grilled Salmon 

       2.  Roast Prime Rib of Beef –Rare, Med, Med-Well or Well Done 

      3. Chicken Florentine 

 

               Entertainment:  Jim Felix  -  Sounds of  Elvis 

 

   Send your check made out to “WPMC” for $18.50 per 

person and meal selection to Joe Zimliki by November 30, 

2009 

           RSVP: jzimliki@westpennmiataclub.com 

 

                                  Joe Zimliki 
                     3929 Murry Highlands Circle 
                          Murrysville, PA  15668 

                                     724-327-1762 


