
Did you know???

ou can get an 80 page catalog from Moss Motors
by calling 1-800-235-6959. On-line they carry over
2100 products.  Whatever you need from customizing

to supercharging, Moss has it.   Their website is
www.miatamania.com.   Go Miata, is another supplier.
Their phone  number is 1-866-466-4282 or on-line at
www.gomiata.com

Sat
May 9

Sat
May 16

Mon
May 25

Sun
May 31

Sat
Jun 6

10:00 AM

Sat
Jun 6

Sat
Jun 13

Sun
Jun 21

Thu
Jul 2

6:30 PM

Sat
Jul 11

Sat-Sun
Jul 18-19

Sat
Aug 1

10:00 AM

Sat
Aug 1

Driving Cruise

Tara Cruise

Coraopolis Memorial Day Parade

Riverside Inn Cruise

Monthly Meeting at Moon Mazda

Nemacolin Castle Cruise

Tour Ed Mine Cruise

Somerset Local Attractions Cruise

Monthly Meeting at Monroeville
Mazda

Out of Fire and Wine Cruise

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix

Monthly Meeting at Baglier Mazda

Hutten Cruise

Sat
Aug 15

Sat-Sun
Aug 22-23

Sat
Aug 29

Thu
Sep 3

6:30 PM

Sat-Mon
Sep 5-7

Sat
Sep 12

Sun
Sep 20

Sat-Sun
Oct 10-11

Sat
Dec 12

Pfeiffer Cruise

New River Gorge Cruise

WPMC Picnic

Monthly Meeting at Monroeville
Mazda

Topless in the Mountains

Powdermill Cruise

Second Annual Miata Golf Outing -
 Ligonier

Eighth Annual Train Ride - Titusville

WPMC Christmas Party
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Driving Cruise
by Paul & Colette Knoll
ue to a shearing schedule change we will not be able
to do the Alpaca Cruise.  Instead we will do a driving
cruise to Moundsville WV.

Date & Time: Saturday May 9 at 9:00 AM

Place: I-79 Mazda Mt Morris PA

Our cruise will start at I-79 Mazda.  We will be driving
through the countryside of PA and WV heading west to
Moundsville WV.  In the city of Moundsville, we will stretch
our legs at the Grave Creek Mound Archaeological
Complex.  You will be able to tour the Museum, climb the
mound, or just relax.  After leaving the Mound we will
drive south and east with our final destination being
Fairmont WV, with a late lunch at Muriale's Restaurant.
 We will be doing a lot of driving with a few short breaks.
 If you would like to join us please call or e-mail us by May
1.  House phone 304-265-4006, Cell phone 651-295-0071,
e-mails Knollgrft@aol.com.

Gone With The Miatas
(Frankly My Dear,

This will be a great cruise!)
By John & Shar Whitmire

ome join us as we sally forth north through the
picturesque countryside in full Spring bloom.  We'll
zoom across hills and dales as we head for Tara, an

historic recreation of the beautiful mansion in “Gone With
the Wind.”  We have arranged for a guided tour of this
embodiment of the Old South, or you can stroll the grounds
and enjoy the gardens and numerous bronze statues. Just
a few minutes from Tara is Hickory's and a scrumptious
assortment of lunch selections.  After Hickory's, we'll cruise
across country roads toward a southern destination close
to major roads that can lead you home.  We may even find
some ice cream along the way!

Meeting Place:  Northgate Plaza (BiLo Grocery) 1/2 mile
north of Zelienople on Rt.19.  We'll gather in the parking

lot at the far end next to Burger King.

Date and Time:  Saturday, May 16, at 8:30 AM

Departure Time:  9:00 AM

RSVP Please:  By calling 412-262-1813 or emailing
johnandshar1@comcast.net

Cruise leaders’ cell phones for last minute communication:
Shar 412-716-5893  or  John 412-716-4314

(Editor’s Note:  This cruise is now full.  Register
to be placed on the waiting list.)

The Coraopolis
Memorial Day Parade

& Cruise
by George Kniss

ell, last year John Whitmiore and myself provided
our Miatas for the vets of the VFW and American
Legion in their Coraopolis Memorial Day Parade.

This year they have asked us back to provide two cars for
the legion, and the VFW has requested that we, as a club,
provide whatever number of cars we want. I'm thinking
about 6 or 8, but no firm limit. Anyone that is interested
please contact me so I can have a count for the parade
organizer. It is a huge parade with groups coming in from
a number of surrounding communities and it has been
celebrated for years. We would meet in downtown
Coraopolis at the VFW on Main street at about 11:30.
The parade starts at 1 and runs until about 4 or 4:30. We
drive about 12 blocks or so and it's a great experience. We
help the vets, recognize our fallen soldiers, and get free
publicity for our club. After the parade we will all meet in
the VFW building (unless you want to leave early) and
have lunch and toast the vets, both living and those who
have passed. They also have a musical program with a
couple of police and university bag pipe bands who perform.
It's a great way to celebrate Memorial Day....I hope you
can make it.
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Brunch At The
Riverside Inn
by Wally Swarmer

unday, May 31 we will leave from King’s
restaurant in Cranberry at 9:30 AM (please arrive
at 9:00 AM) for Cambridge Springs, PA,

traveling north on RT 19 for the famous Sunday Brunch
Buffet at the Riverside Inn.  We’ll arrive there
approximately 11:00 AM. The Riverside Inn
(www.theriversideinn.com) was built in 1885 and  the
owners have maintained its charm over the years.  We
will enjoy brunch in the Concord Dining Room (men must
wear pants, no shorts permitted), then sit and relax for a
short while on the giant wrap around porch. It's quite a
relaxing setting. Then we will start out for home
travel ing through Titusvi l le ,  Emlenton,   and
Foxburg following the Allegheny river part way working
our way Southeast to West Kittanning  in search of  that
ice cream stop that I included on my Runway cruise. From
there, RT 28 And RT 422 are easily accessible to get you
on your way home.   Please email or call if you plan to
t r a v e l  a l o n g  w i t h  u s  -   7 2 4 - 4 4 3 - 0 8 3 4  o r
wsswarmer@consolidated.net

Nemacolin (Bowman)
Castle Cruise

by Mary Jane and Tom Sertik

ark your calendars  for the  June 6th
Nemacolin(Bowman) Cruise where we will go back
in history to the 1700s to see and learn how life was

back then.  This outstanding stately brick structure with
turreted tower and jagged glass topped walls stands proudly
as a historic place on the Historic Register.  Rumor has
that it was sold  to the county in 1960 for $12,000 and then
later turned over to the Historic Society.  What a buy that
was!!!!  This home stands high atop a hill overlooking the
Monongahela River. The Bowman family is the only family
 to have lived in this large  beautiful home.  It has had 3
separate additions over the years and it’s  definitely   a
show stopper.  The lovely antiques in the home will amaze
you. It has been said that it is haunted!!!!!

Following the club meeting that morning we will cruise
to Washington County through McDonald, Hickory,

Westland, North Strabane, Eighty-Four, Somerset,
Ellsworth, Peterman’s Hill, Beallsville, Turkey Foot,
Deemston, Sandy Plains, Black Hollow Road and arrive
at Millsboro for a lunch on the river at Green Cove.   After
our many windy roads of cruising,  we will be ready for a
delicious  and relaxing lunch on the Mon.  Following lunch,
we will take a brief ferry ride across the Monongahela
River to  East Millsboro where  we will continue  cruising
to Nemacolin Castle.  Following our private tour of the
estate, we will cruise a brief  distance to the Route 40
Classic Diner for homemade pie and ice cream($3.98.)
sundaes ($3.99) or apple dumplings. (dumplings must be
ordered ahead of time)

Bring your cameras for the unique Fredericktown ferry
ride which will  not exist after 2010.

Meeting time: June 6th  10am Moon Twp. Mazda- 5760
University Blvd. — 414-269-1234

RSVP: Mary Jane (412-608-3300), Tom (412-608-
3301), or sertikspouses@verizon.net

Well I been workin in
a coal mine

Goin down down Workin
in a coal mine

 Cruise
By Nancy & Bill Willis

e won’t be working in the coal mine, too tired for
havin fun, or getting up five o’clock in the mornin.
 We will be going to Tour Ed Mine and experience

what it was like to be a coal miner in the 1850s and today.
Our guides are experienced coal miners, who will treat us
to an amazing, educational tour 160 feet below the Earth's
surface.  We will be underground for 30 minutes, and a
light jacket is suggested with a mine temperature of 52 to
55 degrees year-round.  For more information visit their
website at www.tour-edmine.com.

(continued on page 4)
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Lunch will be at the Gatto Cycle Diner.  The Diner is a
1949 O’Mahoney Company Diner.  We will get a chance
to return to the glory days of James Dean, rock’n roll and
lunch counter hang-outs. All of this plus we will be going
on some great Miata roads and stopping for ice cream.

Meeting Place: Kings Parking Lot in Harmarville

Meeting Date & Time: June 13 at 9:30 AM

Departure Time:10:00 AM

Cost of the Tour: $8.00 general admission  If we have 25
or more the cost will be $6.50. Mine temperature is 52 to
55 degrees year-round

RSVP:  by June 5, Friday to boomermiata@netzero.net
or phone 724-226-3461

Lord I am so tired How long can this go on
I been workin goin workin

Workin in a coal mine

(continued from page 3)

Somerset Local
Attractions

by Bill & Karen McCullough
ome travel the country roads of Somerset County
with us.  We will be zooming around & about to
discover local attractions.  For lunch we'll stop at

the Coal Miners’ Café.  There will be more details in next
month's newsletter. Join us for a fun day.

Date & Time: Sunday June 21 - 10:00 a.m.  Departure
at 10:30 a.m.

Meeting Place:  McDonalds in K-Mart Plaza, Latrobe -
Address for GPS: 200 Mt Laurel Plaza, Latrobe, Pa 15650

RSVP: Bill & Karen McCullough bkmccull@westol.com
or call 724-238-5859

Pittsburgh Vintage
Grand Prix

by Wally Swarmer

ace fans, start your engines.  July 10-19 is the week
for this year's PVGP. Events will be taking place
all around the Pittsburgh area throughout the week,

culminating in the Crown Royal vintage car races in
Schenley Park on Sunday, July 19. Once again this year,
the West Penn Miata Club will be participating. We will
be reserving an area for our cars to  be parked on Saturday
for the Combined car show, which can bring as many as
2,000 cars of all makes and years to the Schenley Park
Golf Course.   We will also be reserving a 20 x 20 tent for
the club. All WPMC members are encouraged to attend.
The reserved area and tent will also be available for use
on Sunday for race day.

Pre-registration for the event is recommended  either
online at www.pvgp.org or mail the registration form
included in this newsletter to: PVGP Car Shows, P.O. Box
200475, Pittsburgh, PA 15251-0475.  Mail-in and online
registration deadline is July 3, 2009.  The PVGP schedule
for the week includes:

Saturday and Sunday, July 11 and 12 : Racing at the
BeaveRun Motorsports complex in Beaver Falls including
muscle cars, BMWs and Minis. Also Solo II Autocross.

Monday, July 13: An invitational car show on Walnut
Street in Shadyside.

Tuesday, July 14: A car cruise for all cars at the Waterfront
in Homestead.

Wednesday, July 15: A  Race car parade and show in
Downtown Pittsburgh.

Saturday, July 18: The Combined Car Show and British
Car Day at Schenley Golf Course. Vintage Race practice
runs, and qualifying races will be taking place from 9 AM
to 5 PM.

Sunday, July 19: Crown Royal Vintage Race Day.

More details of all these events can be viewed online at
www.pvgp.org.  Anyone planning to attend Saturday July
18  and/or Sunday July 19 please contact me at
wsswarmer@consolidated.net  or 724-443-0834.
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Topless in the
Mountains - XV

by Steve Lapp
opless in the Mountains XV will be from Saturday,
September 5 to Monday, September 7.  This is an
event sponsored by the Trillium Club from Canada

with an invitation to WPMC.  As always, this event is about
one thing - DRIVING.  Over the course of two days, expect
to take your Miata over 500 miles on some of the best roads
West Virginia has to offer.

The policy for this year’s event has changed to insure
the groups are kept at a manageable size.  The maximum
number of cars is 30 with a maximum group size of 7.  As
a result, the total number of cars will depend on how many
leads volunteer for the event.  Trillium has requested one
lead from West Penn.  While I’ve volunteered for that
position, it’s contingent on a navigator joining me.  If you
are interested in this event, please consider leading a group.
 If WPMC supplies no leads, we will all be put on a waiting
list with spaces determined by how many leads are
eventually found.  Priority on the waiting list is determined
by when your registration is received by Trillium.  To sign
up for this event:

1. Contact Steve Lapp at slapp@westpennmiataclub.com
or 412-366-3388.

2. Steve will send you a registration form which you will
complete and send to Bill Olijnyk and Debbie Miller,
Trillium leaders for this event.

3. Depending on the lead situation, Bill and Debbie will
either put you on the waiting list or give you instructions
to book your room.

2009 CRUISIN & ZOOMIN
SEASON

BY LINDA ZIMLIKI

he season has started.  For the first cruise we had
almost 90 degree weather.  A little cooler weather
for the second cruise and no rain for either one so

let's hope our luck continues.  There are some changes to

the schedule.  The Tour-Ed Mine Cruise has switched to
June 13.  McCullough’s Cruise "Somerset Local
Attractions" is now on Sunday June 21.   Take note that
this is a Sunday cruise & not Saturday.  The July 11 cruise
is now called “Out of Fire & Wine Cruise.”
As per member requests, the club would like the cruise
leaders to include the address of the meeting place in your
article.  Most members have a GPS and they can find the
meeting place easier with it.

Other Events

The  Midwest Miata Gathering’s website is now up at
http://miatagathering.com/.

Carfest at Beaver Run Motorsports Complex  June 13- 14
Drive It, Race It, Shine It, Show It

Our club is invited to participate in CarFest.  There will
be Gymkhana, Autocross, Karting, Food, Live
Entertainment, Car Control Clinic, Flashlight Drags &
more.  General admission is $5 per car.  This is the most
fun your car will ever have! Join us at BeaveRun on June
13 & 14 for a CarFest Carnival. Like to cruise and watch?
East meets west; see cars from both Ohio & Pennsylvania.
See race cars & drag cars, listen to music, enjoy great eats,
cruise the north course, get an incredible photo of your
ride from The SB Image. (BeaveRun's professional
photographer) Do your wheels want some exercise? Try
your hand on the North Course in a special edition of the
FLASHLIGHT DRAGS. How about testing your skills in
a Gymkhana or an Autocross. Want real adventure? Do
you have what it takes to really exercise your car? Try
FLAT OUT on the North Course. Want to be more
cerebral? Attend free workshops on car set up or learn
car control from the BeaveRun Driving Academy experts.
How about joining in on our ultimate car trivia contest?
Win door prizes throughout the day and see the latest
products from vendors on site. No doubt, this will be the
best time you and your car will ever have, at least since
high school.  For more details and to register, go to
www.beaverun.com

Wexford Starlight Car Cruise

Wally will be attending the Wexford Starlight Car Cruises
every first & third Friday of the month for anyone wishing
to join him.  The Wexford Starlight Car Cruise is the
largest weekly car cruise in eastern Pa.  They have
entertainment, food vendors, dash plaques, cash prizes &
trophies every week.  This year KDKA will be joining up

(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5)

with Starlight.  There will be representatives from KDKA
every week & sometimes they will actually broadcast from
Starlight.  Car Cruises are every Friday 6 - 10 p.m. from
May 22 to Sept 4, 2009.  Admission is free.  Website is
below so you can check out the schedule & what is
happening every week.  Join Wally every first & third
Friday of the month. Directions: Cruises are held at North
Way Christian Community's parking lot, 12121 Perry
Highway,Wexford, which is 1/4 mile north of Rt. 910 &
Rt. 19, across from Sheetz (or 4 miles south of the Cranberry
Connector Exit of the Turnpike).  Check out
www.starlitecarcruise.com for more information.

Report on Come Play In
Our Back Yard Cruise

by Michael and JoAnn
Sprague

ownshifting, easing up on the clutch pedal, reading
the sign that says “Saltsburg”, I ask JoAnn, “Isn't
that the place where Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

was born?”  “Not so, you silly man”, is the answer.  “This
is the real Saltsburg; the Pennsylvania Saltsburg.”  So
what could be better than driving around the hills of homes
and farms south of Route 286 and west of Route 66 to
discover things about your own region that you never knew
before?  Cruising it with the owners, drivers, and passengers
of eighteen other Miata MX-5s on the most brilliant spring
day in many, many years; that’s what’s better.  At the start,
nobody except Linda and Joe knows where the trail will
lead.  But then again, nobody really even thinks to ask.
We all know, veteran members and new, gathering and
chatting, being introduced and reintroduced, that an
excellent day has been planned. Oh, my!  Is that a 2009
PRHT in the parking lot of that Wendy’s?  During our sit-
down lunch at the Olde Salt Restaurant, JoAnn and I
receive a comment from one of our new members, “This
is remarkable how the route was chosen; not a single traffic
signal after leaving the Municipality of Murrysville.” I’m
not sure to say whether this is intentional or coincidental
but I immediately agree; it is remarkable.

Slickville and Saltsburg are both along the route of the
still-active Norfolk Southern Railroad.  We see the tracks
on our left, then on our right, passing over and under them
many times.  MX-5s are not made for going in straight
lines.  This is part of the world where people see you passing
by and are sure to wave.  Mannitto Golf Club passes us
by; go slow while the golf carts are crossing.  A pause at
Loyalhanna Dam refreshes and brings memories of days
spent fishing on lakes and reservoirs we know we are going
back to see again.  Going back to see more is a notion that
arises often during a cruise.

Have we forgotten how to steer into the turns or the feel
of just-in-time acceleration as we climb a hill.  Apparently
not.  These are just as exhilarating and even better than
we remember from last year’s cruising season.  And Dairy
Queen to make a nice topping for it all.  What an excellent
start-up cruise in and around Linda and Joe Zimliki’s
“back yard.” Portends of another great year.

Report on Cruis'n and
Groov'n With No Time

fore Snoozin
by Vera DeMatteis

ith 14 Miatas in tow we left Zelienople heading
North under partly sunny skies.  The Miata roads
were great through the country with the usual up,

down and around curves. Our first stop was in Volant, PA.
where we visited some neat little shops and the Volant Mill.
 Then off to our next stop going through  Mercer, the
county seat of Mercer County on to Franklin PA for our
lunch stop.  We all had a great lunch at Leonardo’s
Restaurant. Then we were to do some more driving through
the mountains with beautiful scenery. Our next stop was,
you guessed it, ice cream.  Much to our surprise, as we
pulled into the parking lot of the Hit or Miss ice cream
shop that it  had burned down a couple days before.  The
remark was made that this had  been the first time plans
were made and it was no longer there.  We did find another
place for the ice cream.  After everyone enjoyed their
dessert it was off again through the hills ending at the

(continued on page 7)
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Cruis’n with Jim
by President Jim Pfeiffer

ell here it is May already and cruising season is
well under way with two cruises completed.  If you
haven't been on a cruise yet, and are planning to

attend, contact the cruise leader to get your name on the
list.  All the cruises have deadlines for sign up and some
have car limits.  The next cruise is May 9th; the deadline
for signup was May 1st.  This is a West Virginia cruise and
these cruises are great.  West Virginia has some great back
roads.    If you are interested give the cruise leader a call.
 Sometimes they can squeeze you in.  In addition to the
West Virginia cruise, we have a cruise scheduled for every
weekend in May, including a Memorial Day Parade.

Our April board meeting went well and we covered quite
a few topics.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday,
June 6th at 10:00 at Moon Mazda followed by the
Nemacolin Castle cruise at 11:00 am.  If you arrive early,
come join us at the meeting.

The Beaver Run Motorsports Complex is having a Carfest
on June 13th and 14th with over 200 car clubs attending.
 They would like our West Penn Miata Club to be
represented.  More information is in this newsletter
regarding the CarFest.

For all members, both new and existing, keep our West
Penn Miata Club Company Store in mind.  There are a
lot of nice things available to purchase; i.e., caps, visors,
polo shirts, denim shirts, pins, stickers, etc.  The nice thing
about the shirts and the caps is they can be personalized
with your Miata and the year of your Miata embroidered
on them. That makes i t  special .    Go to:
www.westpennmiataclub.com and click on WPMC Store.

(continued from page 6)

June Deadline
The deadline for articles for the
June newsletter is June 8, 2009

Clearview Mall. A wonderful time was had by all.  Thank
you Doug and Candace McPheron!

Our West Penn Miata Club is hosting the regional event
next year, June 24-27th 2010 at Seven Springs in Somerset,
PA.  Things are moving forward in the planning and
preparation.  If you would like to help out with this event
get in touch with our Event Coordinator, Linda Zimliki
and let her know you are available.

If you haven't paid your dues yet, May 15th is the deadline.
 Don't forget!

Miata Toons
by Jim Pacillo
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