UPCEMiING EVENTS

Sat  Peaches and Bison Cruise

Aug 8
Sat-Sun  New River Gorge Cruise
Aug 22-23
Sat  WPMC Picnic
Aug 29
Thu  Monthly Meeting at Monroeville
Sep3 Mazda
6:30 PM
Sat-Mon  Topless in the Mountains
Sep 5-7
Sat  Powdermill Cruise
Sep 12
Sun  Second Annual Miata Golf Outing -
Sep20  Ligonier
Sat-Sun  Eighth Annual Train Ride - Titusville
Oct 10-1

Sat  WPMC Christmas Party
Dec 12

PEACHES & BiSoN (RUISE
BY JiM & Janet PFEiFFER

ur Peaches and Bison Cruise is coming up this
Saturday, August 8th. Our cruise will take usto
New Paris, PA on Rt. 96 where we will visit one of
the many orchards for peaches and possible fresh corn.
After theorchard visit wewill stop for lunch at theFireside
Restaur ant wherewe can enjoy a niceleisurelunch, which
also serves bison burgers.  We will then make our way
back to Greensburg stopping at the Bison Corral. The
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Bison Corral is a little shop that features handcrafted
jewelry and crafts from Native American Indians. The
Bison Corral also hasa small freezer section where bison
meats ar e prepackaged and can be purchased. Thislittle
shop islocated next to the bison farm, so with any luck at
all we might be ableto catch a glimpse of the bison herd.

So you might want to bring a small cooler and a camera
just in case. To completethe day, we will stop for ice cream
at Shakesand More. Hopeto see you Saturday, August
8th.

RSVP _ jim preiffer — phone: 724-468-8435 or cell:
724-493-5248 or email: pjentre@comcast.net

NEW RIVER GORGE

CRUISE--ALGUST 22-23
BY BOB & SALLY TAYLOR AND
JOHN & CLARA FUSCALDO

the southern part of West Virginia--destinations

being HAWK SNEST STATE PARK and the NEW
RIVER GORGE. If you would liketojoin us, email me
at ¢jfuscaldo@ma.rr.com or call meat 304-624-4897(home)
or 304-669-1362(cell). Wenow havell cars. LIMIT IS
20 CARS.

J oin us as we travel the curvy and windy roads to

Saturday night we will be staying at the L odge at Hawks
Nest. A block of rooms (makeyour own reservation) have
been set aside for the West Penn Miata Club. M ake your
reservations by AUGUST 1--otherwisethe roomswill not
be available. Call Hawks Nest at 304-658-5212.

SATURDAY--wewill meet at the HAMPTON INN, located
in Bridgeport(EXIT 121 OFF OF INTERSTATE 79) at 9
AM. If any of you want to come down the night before,
there are plenty of hotels/motels nearby. HAMPTON
I NN--304-842-9300, HOL I DAY I NN--304-842-5417, DAY S
I NN--304-842-7371, SL EEP | NN--304-842-1919, SUPER
8--304-842-7381, OR SUTTON INN--304-623-2600. The
mileage from Bridgeport to Hawks Nest is around 175
miles.

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

Saturday night we will be dining at Dirty Erni€e' s--noted
for itsribs. Sunday morning wewill have a buffet breakfast
at the L odge--price of the buffet is $11.10 per person and
that includestax and gratuity. The breakfast buffet has
to beprepaid, so send me a check(made payableto CLARA
FUSCALDO), or give me the money Saturday M or ning.
After breakfast we will go to the Scenic Overlook, then
take the road(which wasthe major road to get acrossthe
river) deep down into the canyon. After we regroup, we
will start our journey home on more curvy and windy
roads.

MEETING PLACE AND TIME----- HAMPTON INN,
BRIDGEPORT (EXIT 121 OFF OF INTERSTATE 79) AT
9AM. SATURDAY, AUGUST 22

P.S. = BY LihDa ZiMLiKi

T here were several memberswho showed an interest in
lodging for Friday Aug 21st. They felt if we got a group
of rooms we could get a block of rooms at a better rate.
| havereserved 15 roomsat the Microtel Hotel located at
Exit 124. John Fuscaldo said it isthe newest hotel in the
area. Thereare5roomswith queen beds& 10 roomswith
two queen bedsreserved. One queen is$60 & 2 Queens
is $70. Phone number is 304-808-2000. The rooms are
being released August 7th. They are under West Penn
Miata Club.

DiD YOU Khew???

Consumer Reports notesthat the Mazda M X-5 Miata
won thetest engineersover with its balanced handling,
quick and precise steering, and crisp-shifting six-speed
manual transmission. It virtually tied the Porsche
Boxter in Consumer Reportstest scoring and isroughly
half the price.

The

HaPPY 20TH
ANNIVERSARY & HaAPPY
BiRTHDAQY MX-5 MiaTa

WPMC ARhUal PiChiC

BY JO€ & LihDaA ZiMLiKi

hisisthe 20th anniversary of the car welovetotake
' zooming the back roads. We thought the WPMC

should celebrate the occasion at our annual picnic.
Come and join in the festivities. The picnic will be held
at same great location - Maple Grovein White Oak Park.
It'slocated on Rt. 48 in North Versailles. The park has
clean flush toilets within easy walking distance, a major
plus.

Therewill be food, socializing, food, Miata games, food,
prizes & oh yes food. WPMC will provide hot dogs,
hamburgers, kielbasa (by request), chicken, condiments,
beverages, plates, plastic ware, napkins, cups and
decorations. Memberswill beasked to bring either covered
dishes, salads, or desserts.

T hecelebration startsat 11:00AM on Saturday, August
29. Grab that dish and zoom your Miata to a fun day of
celebration of the car we all love.

RSVP o jzimliki@westpennmiataclub.com,
Izimliki @westpennmiataclub.com, or call 7224-327-1762
by August 20 if you plan to attend. Please let us know
what dish you will bring so we can coordinateit. Wedon't
want too much of one thing. Well....too much dessert is
never bad.

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)
Directionsto White Oak Park:

From Pittsburgh via the Parkway East (Approx. 11.2 mi.
or 20 min.)

« Exit the Parkway at Forest Hills (Exit 8A) onto Ardmore
Blvd. (Rte 30 East)

e Continue 8.8 mi. to Carpenter Lane (Sheetz on right)
e Turn right on Carpenter Lane - go 1.4 mi.
* Turn right into White Oak Park

e Continue through the park 1 mi. to Maple Grove (on
right)

From Irwin PA Turnpike Exit 67 (Approx. 7.5 mi. or 14
min.)

» Take the Pittsburgh Rte 30 West ramp

* Proceed on Rte 30 west 5 mi. to Carpenter Lane (Sheetz
on left)

* Turn left on Carpenter Lane- go 1.4 mi.

e Turn right into White Oak Park

» Continue through the park 1 mi. to Maple Grove (on
right)

From Monroeville PA Turnpike Exit 57 (Approx. 10 mi.
or 23 min.)

» Takethe Monroeville Bus Rte 22 ramp

* Mergeonto Bus Rte 22 West

* Immediately get into theleft lane

* Turn left on Rte 48 south (Mosside Blvd.) at Parkvale
Bldg.

» Continue 5.8 mi. on Rte 48 to Rte 30

* Turn left on Rte 30 East - go 1.7 mi. (Sheetz on right)
e Turn right on Carpenter Lane - go 1.4 mi.
* Turn right into White Oak Park

 Continue through the park 1 mi. to Maple Grove (on

right)
TOPIESS ih THE

Meuntains - XV
BY Steve Larp

oplessin the Mountains XV will be from Saturday,
' September 5 to Monday, September 7. Thisisan

event sponsored by the Trillium Club from Canada
with an invitation to WPM C. Asalways, thisevent isabout
onething - DRIVING. Over the course of two days, expect
totakeyour Miata over 500 miles on some of the best roads
West Virginia hasto offer.

Thisarticleisinformation only. The cruiseisfull and
registrations are closed.

The

PaM & Zac's

POWDERMill CRUISE
BY PaM GREGAR

leaders. Wewill beriding past some historical places

in Irwin, and then continue onto Zac'sfarm to see
Norman the bull and others. Aswe leave Zac'swe will be
crossing theBellsMill Bridge... which isa historical covered
bridge. Continue on with usto the Sandhill Berry Farm
where we can enjoy all the fresh berries, baked goods,
jellies, and jams.

zac and | wish toinviteyou on our first tour ascruise

_unch will beat Brady'sRestaurant...to include soup/salad
bar, choice of 5 sandwiches, drink and dessert for $10.75.
I will get the specific choices available to you later.

Wewill betraveling up RT 31 to the Powdermill Nature
Reserve, which is past Donegal. It is a field station of
Carnegie Museum and featurestwo naturetrails, unique
avian, stream, and solar ener gy exhibitsall in avery relaxed
setting. And... asour final treat... we will be stopping at
The Meadows (frozen custard) in Greensburg.

pleasejoin Zacand |. Wehopeto have 15 cars, and want
to suggest that you bring a cooler for all of the goodies you
are going to buy at Sandhill Berry Farm.

Meeting Place: Target parking lot in North Huntingdon

Meeting Time: 9:30 am on Saturday, Sept. 12 - Leaving
at 10:00 am

SEPTEMEBER DEADLInE

THE DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE

SEPTEMBER NEWSIETTER iS SEPTEMBER
7, 2009
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Oil GiTY & TiTUSVill€
Railkeab
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BY JO€ & LihDA ZiMLiKi

heMiatatrainis pulling out again totravel country

roads and byways. We will view the fall foliage

along theway. Our destination thisyear isOil City
& TheTitusville Railroad. The Titusvilletrain is pulled
by #75, an ALCO S-2 switch engine built in 1947 by
American Locomotive Company. It's a 1,000 HP
turbocharged diesel engine. Thereare 7 passengerscars
built by Pullman in 1930 as electric powered commuter
cars for the Lackawanna Railroad in Hoboken, NJ and
used until 1986. They are made of solid steel, with wood
sillsand arm rests. They have concrete floor sand walkover
seats so you can face forward or sit in groups of four.

Wewill be staying over night at the Caboose Motel. These
are actual cabooses which have been renovated into motel
rooms. Thecar limit for the Fall Foliage Train Cruiseis
16 cars. Thistrip fillsup fast. Please contact usto verify
space availability and we will give you infor mation so you
can book your caboose.

T hetrain ridewill be Saturday and after dinner we have
a special evening planned for you. On Sunday we will be
traveling some curvy roadsto view beautiful scenic vistas.
We call it nature day.

Mecting Time: 7:45 AM, Saturday, October 10 - Miata
Train leavesat 8:00AM

The

Meeting Place: Walnut Hollow Plaza in Murrysville on
Rt 22

Cost - Train Ride - $13
Cost - Motel - $89.95
Thereisalimit of 16 carsfor thisevent.

RSVP. Lindazimiiki at 1zimliki @westpennmiatadub.com
or 724-327-1762 by September 8th

2009 CRUISIN & ZOOMIN

SEEASON
BY LINDA ZIMLIKI

orchard and bison farm, or do an overnighter at New

River Gorge. Don’'t forget WPMC's Picnic
anniversary celebration for the MX-5 Miata. Thereare
no changesin the schedulethismonth. Wehave oneoutsde
event toreport. MiatasDoin The Charleston isaregional
event April 29- May 2, 2010. Registration starts September
1, 2009. Got to www.miatasdointhecharleston.com for
mor e information.

PiTTSBURGH VvihTaGeE ckanbD
PRiX (PVGP)

I t’'s August already. This month you can visit an

The PGVP thisyear was a big success. We had 49 Miatas
in our corral. Therewere several ownersof Miatas who
didn’t know about our location so they weren’t included
in the count. We had people from Ohio, New York, Erie,
M assachusetts, Connecticut, New Orleansand Maryland
Miata Clubs. We saw our first Classic Miata License plate,

(continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 4)

signed up several new members, and gave out 14 new
applications. Therewaslots of good food bought by our
members. | don’t believe our members realize what an
extraordinary event Pittsburgh hasonceayear in itsown
backyard.

KakR€n MCMaHen

| want to thank all the members who donated to the
Carnegie Mellon School of Music Fund in memory of
Karen. A check has been sent from the West Penn Miata
Club in Karen's name to the School of Music.

THE OAKHURST anb
wih€ CRUIS€E REPORT
BY THE ceens

at do you get when you take fourteen Miatas with
W'Their enthusiasts, a beautiful sunny summer
afternoon, lunch and atrip toawinery? It all adds

up to one of the best summer cruises of 2009 with a great
time for all involved, and of course, a stop for ice cream

before the day was donel!

Our group started out from Sheetz in Monroeville on a
perfect Sunday morning, with our desalination being the
scenic winding roads of the Laurel Highlands of
Pennsylvania. After driving on some very fine “Miata’
roads, our first stop wasthe Glades Pike Winery, not only
to stretch our legs, but also wet our whistles with a wine
tasting. Glades Pike Winery has developed a reputation
for producing many award winning wines, such as their
Cabernet Franc, and has many selectionsthat range from
dry to dessert winesto please all palates. Thewinery opened
in the fall of 2002, and is nestled in the beautiful Laurel
Highlands on Route 31, also known asthe historic Glades
Pike. As we made our way to the winery, various signs
along our route showed you how closeit is to the major
attractions of Hidden Valley, Seven Springs, Fallingwater,
and Ohiopyle.

After sampling the wine, purchases were made by some
of the members of the club; true to my husband’s “ bean
counter” nature, we ended up with a case, which netted
him a 10% discount. (Bob informed me that with the
discount, it'slike getting free bottle of wine! Accountants!).
Aswe made our exit, ashort drive down the road led to
the Oakhurst Dining Room, wher e a delicious buffet lunch
of hot dishes or salads awaited us. After our filling lunch,
our group was off again to enjoy more winding roads to
the Youghiogheny Dam/River Lake. Both the Yough Dam
and lake were authorized by the Food Control Act of 1938
to provideflood protection for not only the Yough but Mon
River Valleysand the Ohio River herein Pittsburgh. The
project was completed in 1943, and has been estimated to
help alleviate flood damages of $1.59 billion dollars. | was
amazed to learn that in addition to flood control in
Pittsburgh, this also prevented pollution problems
downstream, and also has been beneficial for both barge
and boat traffic on the Mon and the upper Ohio River. In
addition to the beautiful view on the drive acrossthe dam,
picnic, fishing, and swimming areas are there as well.
Judging from the wealth of beautiful scenery in the Laurel
Highlands, maybethiswould beanicetrip for a Fall Miata
cruise during thefirst half of October when the color of
the leavesareat their peak on thetrees? Just athought...

After thevisit and agroup picture, we cruised somemore,
and topped off the day with our ice cream run; it can’t get
much better than that! | think that both Bob and | can
speak for everyone that joined us on our adventure that
we need to givethe McBridesarousing “ Thank You” for
their excellent planning, a pleasurable day, and a job well
done!

JUST CRUISIiN REPORT
BY LinDa ZiMLiKi

aturday Aug 1 Wally Swarmer took uson around
s trip around Butler. Wally stepped in at the last

minute to lead thiscruise and did a great job. His
grandson was having hisfirst birthday party later that
day. Theweather wasperfect. Theroadswerea pleasure
to drive and everyone enjoyed the day. We drove great
roads, ate lunch, and had our Dairy Queen. Thanks Wally
for stepping in and doing the cruise.
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e-mail: wpmc@westpennmiataclub.com

web site:

Founder:
Paul Fronko

President:
Jim Pfeiffer

Vice President:
Joe Zimliki

Treasurer:
Bill McCullough

Secretary:
Shar Whitmire

Events Chair:
Linda Zimliki

Past President:
John Whitmire
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Steve Lapp

Send all
editorial contributions to:

WEST PENN MIATA CLUB

c/o Steve Lapp

105 Gadshill Place

Pittsburgh, PA 15237

e-mail: slapp@westpennmiataclub.com

http://www.westpennmiataclub.com

LEGALESE

'he FUN ‘N’ THE SUN TIMES
is published as a service by the
West Penn Miata Club, Inc. —
anon-profit corporation.

'he WEST PENN MIATA CLUB
assumes no liability for any infor-
mation contained herein; or injury or
damage resulting from the use of this
information. The ideas, maintenance,
opinions, or modification tips
expressed areto be used at the readers
discretion. Individual contributors
and/or editors express no approval,
authentication, or endorsement.

WEST PENN MiATA CLUB

c/o Shar Whitmire
131 Nyetimber Parkway
Moon Twp., PA 15108
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